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Womaen's Caucus, Church of the Brethren
“One Woman - All Women”

“Transformation occurs as we dream about and work toward the fulfillment of ourselves
individually and collectively and equally important as we assume personal responsibility for
the directions of the Church and of society.”

Therefore, a for one woman and ¢ for all women, representing our individual and
collective presence in the Church of the Brethren.

February 2008 Vol.I$6. 1

As Protestants, we Brethren subscribe to a radmi@n known as the
‘priesthood of all believers.' In particular as Aaptists, we believe that each
Christian's baptism is her 'ordination’ into mirysiThat's a weighty responsi-
bility. Positively, it means that we are not sepeddrom God by mediators in
the church. It also means that we cannot rely erctiurch, or even our own
pastor, to single-handedly do the work of creatimplogies, making the Sun-
day worship service, or ministering to us and tormighbors.

Ministering is indeed work. But to turn that aroumebrk can be ministry. We
have many chances to fulfill the call of our ordioa. Every action that
makes God's world a place that better reflect€igmator is ministry, whether
or not it's performed through the official contaié 'church.’ Ministry in this
concept means more than pastoral ministry. We mlister, through jobs we
take, communities we weave, and calls for justieevaice. The forms of
Christian ministry vary greatly, as shown in thpages and by the living ex-
amples all around us.

To distinguish their more-priestly role, we call@astors' work the 'set-apart’
ministry. Women have rightly struggled to be in&@ddn that form of minis-
try, first called to set-apart ministry in the 1850ut women have been minis-
tering in various forms in the Church of the Brethsince its inception. There
were the bold women who founded Womaen's Cauctieid970s, to provide
a space for feminists to receive pastoral careutiiraommunity and explore
new ways of being Church. There were women who aieg and protested
for their male friends and family in Civilian Publservice camps during
World War Il. There were and are the many femalgsionaries and BVSers
across the world, who have expanded the audiencenidtry to our global
community. There were Sarah Righter Major, Marthiai@ngham Dolby, and
other women who served the church as living witeg$s the need to include
women in formal positions as pastors and preachibere was Anna Marga-
retha Kling Mack who shepherded the Mack flock ahikeeping the family
going while her husband Alexander followed his egireg faith from Schri-
esheim to Schwarzenau to Germantown; her ministfgrnily enabled her
husband to minister to the nascent church.
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Mission Statement

Womaen’s Caucus is a network of
feminist women and men who identify
with the Church of the Brethren.
Emboldened by our awareness of the
violence and pain related to gender
inequality, and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we engage in the prophetic task
of creating church which is free from
attitudes and practices of injustice.

Except where otherwise noted, portions
of Femailings may be reproduced for
your use without further permission as
long as the source is stated and the
author is credited. We would like to
know where and how our materials are
being used and would appreciate your
sending that information to the Caucus
Administrator.

How to contact us:
Womaen’s Caucus
5631 N.E. 31st
Portland, OR 97211

E-mail: weaucus@ hotmail.com

If you no longer wish to receive this
publication, please let us know.

#3$

It was the summer of 2001, a time of personal attbnal inno-
cence. As | stepped onto the Bethany Theologieati8ary
grounds, it became apparent to me that | needadtteer my
thirst for knowledge here amidst the seekers asearehers.

My first meeting with my advisor was revealing tattp of us.
Upon explaining that | wanted to write my mastehssis on
some aspect of the intersection of God’s world thwedworld of
business, she made it clear that none of thewtat prepared tq
assist, as the world of business knowledge wasdeutise scope
of BTS. This was not a problem for me, as | loa#cspects of
learning at BTS, so | shifted my thesis work taibjsct that | anj
enthralled with even to this day: From U-Boat tdgd# to Prison
The Radical Transformation of Martin Niemdller.

| continue to wrestle with the response past, aedgnt, of pas-
tors to social injustices. History grants us saatonderful lens
to witness the goodness and evil that exist innoidist. But what
will tomorrow’s scholars say of this generatiorBoéthren pas-
tors? Did we sound clearly the resounding trungbehange?
Did we impress on our youth the voice of social mnass for al
in our churches? | continue to hear Martin Niee® voice of
challenge in my ears.

Five years have passed and | am still discerniagrtersection
of God’s world and the world of business. At mynmany we
work tirelessly each day to operate the companly thié imprint
of God on each of us.

| have become more involved at Beacon Heights Chafthe
Brethren with the care committee, high school yadtising,
and couples enrichment. Thanks to urging by thendén’s
Caucus, | am now a board member of the Brethrerigerrust.

“So,” my friend asked, “why did you go to semindryPhe an-
swer seems to resonate in the length of time speay from the
BTS experience. In 2005, | would answer, “to wetbook aboult
the intersection of my two fields of study.” In@Q | would an-
swer, “perhaps it was nothing more than a desiradee firmly
write God’s words on my heart.” | now know andlfées to be
the best reason!

—Deb Romary, CFP, CLU, MSM, MATh, is owner of Rgmar
Financial Services in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Shelbo a mas-
ter's degree in economics from the American Collbge tells
anyone who asks that the most important educatierreceived
was from Bethany.
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| was born a singer. | eventually came to reali singing was my first prayer practice. The laggiof
music has always offered powerful metaphors for linghouldn’t have surprised me in seminary thaémn
| wrote about God as the great composer and thediesl and harmonies of faith, when | wrote about

Barth, his love of Mozart and the themes and vianatof theology, | got my best encouragement fpoo:
fessors. And yet, when it came time to write thggfiial paper, | wrote a paper intellectually azatg the
book, Christ and CultureAh, but in those days | was only beginning toldabn some practice notes for
the fuller spiritual song | had yet to sing. It wdgime yet. And there is beauty and purpose ajturney.

Fifteen years later, | have come a long way in mgasstandings of leadership and ministry. I've paap
trying to figure out who shouldbe or what might be expected by others to motg &ldim who I've been
called and gifted to be. Time spent previously mymd) expectations has been turned to listeningsfua’s
invitations. I've stopped doing ordinances, worsia sermons as | was taught in a book, growingemor
comfortable following where | feel the spirit isaing. | enjoy using my recorder, singing voiceoetry,
images or personal stories of intimate experietec@sake the presence of God more fragrant and, tasty
more tangible in the real lives of persons. 'art&d to more fully embrace myself g@ritual artist, al-
lowing my creative juices to flow as | listen quyetcenter in God, and write, speak, plan rituatshe pre-
sent with people.

Not unlike with my singing, I've had the basic triaig, practiced the musical structures, and nasvat
time in ministry for me to move even further intngng with my own unique voice, “getting out ofeth
music,” trusting that doing so will allow me to gieven more freely and beautifully, minister moream-
ingfully to and with others.

As | gain a little perspective with time, it is &sating to me how often evolving as leaders igeutar
story of getting lost and finding our way back hoto@ voice that was always within, just waitingot®
more fully known and more freely sung. At leasankly, I've found that this is an incredibly common
story for women.

And, although there have been someey special men along the way, it is largely Mary &hidlegard,
Joyce Rupp and Mary Oliver, Benedictine sisters@dedyy women who share with me in a spiritual lead
ership program and Anna Mow, who said, “there isnaer country in which the truest self grows tisat
more important than things that can be seen orlbedridvho have been my strongest guides. Truly soul
sisters, they have taught and encouraged me to sm@spent being silent, to trust what | knowplee
within, and to embrace all of how and who | haverbereated to be in order to go share in the waitial
love and grace. They have been carriers of the, lgghding me to the kind of wisdom that really ynl
comes with time and through experiences partnerddawillingness to be open to the spirit as yoe |
them.

Our ministry evolves as we evolve, my friends. Amdhis new year, | look with gratitude at the wamla
have become, even as | watch for signs of the wdmaamyet to be.

—Erin Matteson is co-pastor of the Modesto ChurcthefBrethren, Modesto, California. She has regentl
been a part of a Lilly funded program gatheringcl3@&gy women from across the country with Beneauakcti
women at Our Lady of Grace Monastery in Indianaxplore spiritual leadership. She will be leadihg t
District Women’s Retreat for Pacific Southwest Bastthis March on the theme, “Women of Wisdom —
Singing the Journey,” focusing on the importancenosic for our spiritual development, and as a pdwe
metaphor for thinking about how we are finding/rfging” our unique voices out into the world.
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In July 2006, on the eleventh anniversary of theb&mica genocide (in which Serb military and paia-
military forces killed over 8,000 Muslim men andysan Srebrenica, eastern Bosnia), | stood in BEl-
grade’s central square dressed in black to mowervitttims of that crime. | was nervous; most Serlpi-
ans would like to forget the crimes that were cottediin their name during the recent wars in the f
mer Yugoslavia and are hostile to those that reneentiut not Women in Black—Serbia, a feminigt
antimilitarist organization devoted to telling ttrath about what occurred during the recent warng,
companions on that day, remained courageous. 3i88#, this brave group of women (and a fEF/
feminist men) has stood on the streets of Belgtageotest their government’s role in waging wad a

committing war crimes.

While the predominantly atheist women gathered withwould never describe their antiwar activism
and peacemaking efforts as ministry, that is hdvave come to think of it. They—as women, feny-
nists, activists, and human beings—suffered yefangag international isolation, and domestic demorji
zation. Instead of reacting with bitterness andtfation, they are able to speak publicly with a-pr
phetic voice to urge for the recognition of pastne&s as a precondition for peaceful coexistence.
A month later, MiloS, a young Women in Black adiyiwalked further along this path towards recon-
ciliation when he confessed to a group of womemfiKosovo, “Even though | was too young and tqo
powerless to stop it, | apologize to you for whaswdone in my name.” This public apology led jo
many welled eyes, especially among Kosovar Albamiamen, many of whom had promised therp-
selves that they would never again cry in fronsefbs.

erupted in 1999, which led to over 10,000 deaths displacement of many thousands more and een-
tual NATO and UN intervention which left the UN awmstering the autonomous region of Kosov¢.
The final status of the region should be finalizathin weeks.

For most of the 1990s, these ethnic Albanian womedured a system akin to apartheid. Violer\l[e

Kosovo gathered in Macedonia to work together fgust peace in the region. They did not join t@-

As diplomatic negotiations on the final status aisiivo began, women’s networks from Serbia Td
t
II-

gether because of the biological fact that theywasmen, but because of their shared feminism, w
ingness to truthfully face the crimes that had beammitted in their names, desire to tell the peaso
stories of war that often go unheard after cordliend, and dedication to work together for a just 3
lasting peace. The women—and a few men—from thesepg came to do the work of justice, the
work of God.

ing the two years that | spent in Belgrade workivith the organization, | was constantly inspired iy
this feminist antimilitarist organization’s dedicat to confronting the crimes committed in the name
of the Serbian people, challenging the politicaduse of religion, and involving women in all levels
peacemaking processes. Now, as | return to thd &¥8,seeking ways to incorporate the brave work|of
Women in Black into the next phase of my life.

| was able to participate in Women in Black’s eféoas a Brethren Volunteer Service volunteer. D:Ir-

Rachel Long is a recently-returned BVS volunteendj in Seattle. For more information on Brethren
Volunteer Service, visit www.brethrenvolunteerser\arg.
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A few years ago the women of India decided to sthéyhistory of the women in India. They found timat

2500 BC — the time of the great Indus Valley Ciraliion — women were important. Women were teachers,
leaders in religious institutions and medical woskas well as mothers and homemakers and theyalidree

to do whatever they wanted. When outside invadamsecinto the valley, the culture started to chaige.
invaders were Aryans and their religions and nafivavidian religions merged to become Hinduism. The
status of women declined. The Code of Manu wadewiand it created the caste system which placedemno
as being merely possessions. From that time Un&ill®20s, women didn’t have a place or say in Surety.

In the 1920s the men who became social workerdlsaweed to emancipate Indian women. Gradually
women were educated and able to take an activerrdiheir local communities and in the nation.

India celebrated independence in August 1947. [@uhat year until the constitution was signed amuday
26, great riots and atrocities occurred in Pakistath India as India had been divided into two coest A few
days after that, Mahatma Gandhi was assassinatadHrydu, not a Muslim. It was a great shock tortae
tions and brought a lull in the violence.

| arrived in India just after Gandhi was assassithat had joined the Church of the Brethren Missadmich
had been serving in India for many years. The dambthren missionaries had started boarding schowsdli-
cal work, churches, a Bible school and rural serwwork. There were separate schools for girls anyg,b
nurses training for women and in every part ofcherch work, there was a place for women.

Education was very important for the new indepenhdlaiia. Some states were able to press aheadyapid
Gujarat State was one of those. Primary schools eelarged and a great many high schools were Bilt
the years went by, many colleges were establidfied.and women of the same educational achievements
received the same salaries in all government bsause India is a social democracy, that covegreat
many people and services. But it didn’t includediag laborers.

| lived next to the girls’ boarding school in Ankkear. The girls taught me more Gujarati, the lagguaf that
area, than the teachers in my language classess &ssigned work in literature, literacy and lilesrl en-
joyed my work and was greeted in the villages Witlwvers, songs and dances. | also worked with Hstqrs
and helped the women’s groups. We often took liesrio visit other churches and to attend confe®nc
During the monsoons, Indian pastors who wanteddaml more English gathered at the Spiritual Lifat€ein
Broach where | taught them English and they hetpedtatalogue books for the center’s library. We enad
good team.

After the Church of North India was establishediak a member of the Women'’s Fellowship on the Matio
Synod level for a few years until we could prepanstitution and other materials for the womdre T
Synod board was a wonderful group of women, mdatljan with a few missionaries. We traveled togetbe
many parts of India.

India today is an increasingly self confident, mialestic and globalized place. Some areas anéstave
high literacy rates which include women. Other arfeaven’t improved as much. Education in thesesasea
still a big problem. In many rural and slum arebisgracy is high, especially among women. Effeetpri-
mary health care centers are too far away from widages. Yet women there have come a long wagyTh
are accepted in all vocations. Even among womearal areas, there is a growing knowledge of thesimli-
ties for their daughters.

#H -



- - / 00

As a denomination, the Church of the Brethren bebBehat each individual is called to ministry. Quaekly
bulletin at Northview Church of the Brethren listhe Whole Church” as ministers each week. | stledg
to define ministry when brainstorming to write tlaicle. As my pondering grew, | consulted thengite
spiritual guide, the dictionary. Webster’s Dictiopaefines the verb minister as to give service,aicare.
That definition resonated with me as the minisfryesus. | am fortunate to be able to perform rriyis
my profession as a pediatrician.

Noblesville Pediatrics serves a wide range of feawilWe have a large Medicaid population and aabiee
insured, wealthier group of families. The needtheke families vary greatly. | have ministeredamilies
by helping them find food banks, homeless shelterd,legal advice. The realities of the uninsuedd our|
group to find creative ways to help with medicatamd office visit expenses. | am also challengesktve
different age parents. | need to discuss the masstizhild care needs with some of our teenage mbms
celebrate high school graduations with these psrén the other end of the spectrum, | aid graretyar
who are parenting their grandchildren. We work tbgeto help with their concerns for long term cafe
their grandchildren.

My ministry is joyful at times. | delight in the ggals of the children that come to our practideave been
blessed to attend many deliveries. How fantasigtih examine those brand new lives and annountieet
parents, “Your baby looks perfect!” | enjoy helpipgrents discern their children’s unique talents acx
complishments at their well child visits. Hearirigpat college and career plans and offering guidamce
teens is challenging and rewarding.

| also grieve with and help families that experetite heartbreak of chronic illness or death aof tttald. |
have taken care of children with congenital anoesathat severely limit their ability to developdrihe nor-
mal range. The parents and | work together to ndéfkeult decisions about quality of life and proiged
care. | grow close to these families and grievéthem. We also rejoice in the small gains we egether.
We have cried, laughed and prayed together.

| believe each person is given unique gifts frondG&'hen we utilize these gifts, we have the chaoagrin-
ister in ways we cannot always predict. | hopentowe to touch children’s lives in a positive wiayough-
out my career.

—Joy Kain is a wife, mother and pediatrician in thdianapolis area. She attends Northview Churcthef
Brethren.
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Women also take a very active role in the churdte Thurch of North India is a union of many chusche
and some of them don’t want to accept women indestdp positions. But in recent years these proble
have diminished and women serve as pastors althoougioman has ever been elected as a bishop yet

| served for 47 years in India and | enjoyed wogkim the villages with the women and pastors. Tioget
we made one good team. They helped me and | héheed | had been called to serve and was accepte
everyone as a member of the whole church commuratye-ef them.

—Laura Sewell is a member of Peace Church of tle¢hBen in Portland, Oregon.
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Women have been ministering in the wider churchesits birth, too. There were the early church ézad
who sustained the church, spread the word, anddittieir lives for their friend Paul: Prisca, A@iMary,
the deacon Phoebe, and the apostle Junia (Roman31ad here were the women followers of Jesus who
brought spices to tend Jesus' crucified body indh& and who then were the first to hear of H&ureec-
tion. (Luke 23:49, 55-24:8). And of course thereswéary, Jesus' mother, who not only ministeredigk-r
ing scandal to bear a holy child out of wedlock, tministered through word, too, by singing out atioer

experience, reclaiming the praise songs of herslewadition and spinning her own interpretationham.

A church that truly operates from a priesthoodlbbealievers is the ultimate in decentralized — &inist
— authority. Church is wherever we, its ministarg. That kind of ecclesiology might seem unwielaly, it
is also the best hope for the sustainability ofadherch’'s message. Not one of us Brethren is efhtiok

for making the Church continue, through every dehimistry we undertake. With the amazing feminist$
the Church of the Brethren ministering to the wptiee Church is in good hands for the next 300sear

1 1 2

After more than a year of trying to figure out
what to do with our sorely outdated website
Sharon Nearhoof May came forward and vo
unteered to get us up and running again. It
should be fully functional by the time you ar
reading this issue ¢femailings.Features in-
clude an archive of pabemailings,a variety
of resources, everything you wanted to kno
about Womaen’s Caucus and links to our
friends and other feminist groups. You can
even support us through monetary donationp
online! Check us out and visit frequently.

879
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The shirts are off-white with the Caucus logp
and name in purple. They run a little small go
we suggest you order a size larger than
needed.

& # - )*
This book, which was published by

Womaen’s Caucus, is a worship and Bible
study resource.

www.womaenscaucus.org

! ) 56
Now you can get Femailings by e-mail or regular mail! My Name

* We offer our journal, Femailings, to all who ask for it. If you would like to
receive Femailings, complete this form and mail to Womaen’s Caucus, My Address
: 5631 N.E. 31st, Portland, OR 97211 or by e-mail: wcaucus@ hotmail.com.

- Yes! Iwant to help support the work of My E-Mail
- Womaen's Caucus by contributing the @
: followingamount: __ $100__ $75__ $50 My District

© $25  $10_$5_ Other
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NOTE: Our district reached a financial crisis anttividuals in the district were asked to consideekly

donations. Leslie was asked to make cups for eaahdbmember and pastor. The following is her musinp

as she began. —Jan Eller

When | sit down with a fresh lump of clay in my klanl never quite know what will come out. | cavéa
an idea of what | want to make and as | maniputeeclay the product evolves as Spirit moves thinang
into the clay item. | was asked to make a cupwmaild serve the purpose of the Brethren Service @up
the previous century. Those cups were made of @rétyetlewood and were turned on a lathe. There w
several shapes but all were shaped with the ugpairrhing in so that the opening of the cup waslén
than the lower part of the cup. The purpose ottipwas to place it on the family dinner table aadh
day a gift of coins was placed in the cup. Thespaific intervals each family would bring theimpsuof
coins to worship and place their gift in the offigyi In a few homes, that tradition is carried od #re old
wooden Brethren Service Cups can still be found.

As | started working with the clay | realized thalid not want to throw on a wheel a bunch of ctiyz
would all be alike and could have been boughteaidhal “box store.” As | work with clay it becomas
prayer time for me. | pray for the recipient of ftesn being created, even if | don’t know who isrgpto
actually be receiving this specific piece. | moved clay in my hands and the cup that you havenatw
came out. The upper edge flares out, as a drinking might have as a reminder of the “cup of watd+”
fered to the thirsty ones in our midst. The cugsrant lightweight and delicate, but instead weigigya
reminder of the burdens that so many bear eachTdeeye are no two cups exactly alike, though &l ar
very similar, symbolizing the diversity of our dist. They each have the Brethren logo on themabeit
different colors, again as a sign of our difference

The Brethren logo is composed of images centrdiedife of Jesus. The cross recalls our baptidm in
Christ’s death and resurrection. The circle, plytidefined, represents the world into which we seat by
Christ, also affirming that as members of Christgly we are members of one global family. The wave
connotes new life in Christ, “born of water andspfrit,” the “waters of justice,” the cup of wateaffered in
Christ’'s name, the water poured into a basin, fegiof living water.”

The elements of the cup represent the earth fromohithe clay is made, the water which makes thg cla
pliable, the air which dried the clay, the fire wivitrified the clay and glaze. In each of us theements
are symbolized in our spiritual journey—the eartint which we were created, the earth on which wi& w|
our path, the water of our baptism, the Spirit blapthrough us, breathing new life into us andftres
through which we walk in our daily lives, tempering and strengthening us for the journey ahead.

The shape of the cup is simple but intentionahat the lip flares out, again a symbol of what weaalis-
trict long to do. We reach out, beyond our safe lamalvn boundaries and we look out with open arnts a
open hearts, seeking the mind of Christ.

Each piece is not signgekr se Each is stamped with a symbol that is meaningfuhe, the hand with a
heart in the palm. It represents the saying, “Haodsork. Heart to God.” This is how | approachyclily
hands are in the clay and my heart is asking Golé'ssings on the person who will hold this item ard
this item, hopefully being blessed by the finisipedduct. May this cup inspire your giving, remingliyou
to reach out your arms to the ministries of thegordWashington District and share deeply.

—Leslie Yockey Seese is a member of the Sprin@firelcch of the Brethren in Oregon.
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NOTE: In the fall issue aiVitnessthe Brethren Revival Fellowship (BRF) seasonal mgjICraig Alan
Myers wrote a lengthy tract about “Why We Care Afthe Church of the Brethren.” That got us to #iin
ing about why we as feminists care about our chinamime, too. Here are various Womaen's Caucus sup-
porters' words about why they care for the Churtthe Brethren. We invite you to read their engssays
and to add your own thoughts on the Womaen's Canebig, online at womaenscaucus.wordpress.com.
—Audrey DeCoursey

My church family taught me how to shine my light.

Just yesterday, | was explaining to my partner vithaeans to me to remove my hat, and the hat of oul
son, when we sit down to eat together or with ath@rhile | blur the gender lines of this traditidn,
maintain the recognition of sitting down to shased as being an act of holy communion...Does it dis-
solve the meaning and significance of a religioadition if | practice it in this way, as a womaN8.

This is the love and community of God being expedgtrough a unique filter; this is how the colors
look; this is how the light of God's love fractuiato my own unique variety of hues, as it shirgsugh
me. My church family taught me how to shine mytigh — Kendra Sousley

Deep relationships with others... Its unique history...

It was [at Beacon Heights CoB] | learned that(lif | care about the Church of the Brethren because (1(
we follow Christ, we must love our friends an its unique history. Our church was founded by eigipt
our enemies. That we must consider how our people, men and women, who dunked each othern a
choices affect not only ourselves, but others. My [river in Germany. They rejected the indoctrinatain
work as a social worker at a homeless sheltef, |the state churches and asserted their own right and
my commitments to feminism, environmentaligm,|responsibility to interpret their faith for themsesk.
racial equality, Igbt interests, and eradicating They put up with harassment and imprisonment inj
poverty, and my love for community and dee order to hold fast to their faith. There is muchoaf
relationships with others all flow directly from history that we progressives can and should claim
my church experiences. —Carla Kilgore —Audrey DeCoursey

We are trying to love our enemies.

| am happy that our forebears rejected hierarcbgered their right to interpret their faith foethselves,
reclaimed the Love Feast and adult baptism, aneogfy that they returned to Jesus' teachingsaof-p
fism. | am also proud of our church's historicadership in the Christian community by initiatingifér

Project, CROP, Volunteer Service, internationatlsht exchange, SERRV, and various other outstandipg
ways of making peace, not war.

Sometimes | grow discouraged and feel that thehBeattoday are not living up to the tremendoustagei
that we have, but I'm glad [for] the amazing peapl® are a part of our denomination and that welare
ing many things, such as working to preserve Gad'ation, addressing poverty and homelessness; wofk
ing for gender and racial equality, and abovetajing to love our enemies. —Esther
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Did you know that only about 500 girls in the Sugahich has a population of 7.5 million) finishipr
mary school each year? Did you know that 90% oftadomen in the Sudan are illiterate? For a young
woman, the consequences of a lack of educatioincérde early marriage, many children (generahg {
more education a girl has, the fewer children shiehave), a higher chance of contracting HIV/AIDS,
fewer income earning opportunities, and the ingbib develop her God-given abilities. She's meds|
likely to be trapped into demeaning or dehumanizogk in sweatshops or the sex trade. And shoudd
end up in an abusive matrital relationship, she hease the economic means to remove herself until th
problem is resolved.

Did you know that the Church of the Brethren hgsaup that is working hard to change this situdtion
Give A Girl A Chancas a project sponsored by New Community Proje€@P\ directed by David Rad-
cliff. NCP supports training events in the commiasiteaching the value of education for girls. Tigio
Give A Girl A Chanceyou can be a part of this wonderful endeavor. Aatiom of just $20 provides a gi
with school supplies for a year. You can purchasehaol uniform and shoes for a student for ju&t $3
Depending on the area, tuition can range from$66tperyear to $250. A gift of $350 provides a
month’s living costs for a NCP volunteer.

You can donate online at www.newcommunityproject@rby mailing your check payable to New Co
munity Project to 718 Wilder St., Elgin, IL 60128 so on the website is information on other NCP-pro
jects for womenWomen for Women Internationan outreach effort to women affected by war Eu#d
Tree Falls,a program to build wood stoves in Guatemala thatiegt women'’s lungs against indoor smq
and reduce their work loads ($81 buys a stove!).
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